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RETIREMENT OF POLICE OFFICER
JOHN D. COOPER

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Police Officer John D. Cooper as
he retires after more than 28 years of law en-
forcement service, with 25 years of that serv-
ice to the City of Fairfield.

After serving three years as a Deputy Sher-
iff with the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office,
he was hired as a police officer with the Fair-
field Police Department on March 14, 1988.
As an officer, Cooper worked in various ca-
pacities that included Patrol, Investigations,
Youth Services, School Resources, and Field
Training. His high work ethic and dedication to
police work was evident and he was promoted
to Police Corporal on December 31, 1999. Of-
ficer Cooper has a genuine attitude of putting
public service before himself and as a trainer
of newly hired police officers, he taught them
to be public servants as well as police officers.

Some of Officer Cooper's most significant
contributions to the Police Department have
been his ability to remain calm and commu-
nicate well during crisis situations. He has as-
sisted with the investigation of numerous
major crimes and high profile cases, and his
keen investigative skills have contributed to
the successful resolution and conviction of nu-
merous criminals. Officer Cooper has been a
good representation of the City of Fairfield and
the Fairfield Police Department.

He has been a valued employee and his
commitment to the community was evident on
a daily basis. Officer Cooper was a loyal rep-
resentative of the law enforcement community
and admired for his hard work, dedication, and
positive work ethic.

IN MEMORY OF FRED ESMOND

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of Fred
Esmond who passed away on October 2,
2013.

Fred Esmond served in the U.S. Army Re-
serves, was a small business owner, partici-
pated in many community organizations, and
beginning in 2001 was elected four times to
serve as the Mayor of Utica, lllinois. | have no
doubt that he will be remembered for his stew-
ardship and love for his community during
some of its most trying times, including a dev-
astating tornado and multiple floods.

Mayor Esmond leaves a legacy that will
continue to serve the residents of Utica for
years to come. Under his leadership, the town
constructed a new village hall, fire station, and

numerous community buildings. Additionally,
visitors and residents often recognize the
beautiful streetscapes lining the realigned llli-
nois Route 178 and a striking memorial to the
victims of a 2004 tornado.

Fred is survived by his wife Sandra; his
daughters, Sarah Schweickert and Lisa
Esmond; his grandchildren, Addison and Bai-
ley Schweickert; and his three brothers, Jack,
William, and Truman. While Fred has passed,
his legacy and memory will endure in the
hearts and minds of his friends and family.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th District of
lllinois, | offer my heartfelt condolences to
Mayor Esmond’s family. The State of lllinois
has lost an outstanding citizen and the lllinois
River Valley community will miss him dearly.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 14, 2013

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, brinksmanship makes for poor
politics, and defaulting on America’s debts will
make for a poor national economy and a poor
global image. It should not be understated
how devastating defaulting on the debt ceiling
would be for America’s growing economy. A
default as a result of political games would be
even more embarrassing.

Most games have winners and losers, but if
the political games being employed by the Re-
publican party cause a default on America’s fi-
nancial obligations, everyone loses. To be
clear, this is not a game. The consequences
on the American economy, our country’s glob-
al image, and the lives of all Americans will be
very real.

The Republican government shutdown has
illuminated the party’s willingness to put poli-
tics before people. If the Republican political
brinksmanship causes a default on America’s
obligations, it will demonstrate their willingness
to torpedo a growing American economy. This
brinksmanship must end and we must raise
the debt ceiling and continue advancing poli-
cies that have and will continue to allow our
economy to grow.

————

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
HONOREES

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 15, 2013
RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND SERVICE OF VIVIAN
RODRIGUEZ

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize the inspiring career of Vivian Rodriguez.
Vivian is the President of the Democratic His-

panic Caucus of Florida and the Constituent
Field Representative for my office.

She presently holds the position of Vice
Chair for the Orange County Democratic Ex-
ecutive Committee and is on the Advisory
Board of the Central Florida Community Initia-
tive, an organization acting as a liaison be-
tween the Office of the State Attorney for the
Ninth Judicial Circuit and the citizens of Or-
ange and Osceola County. Vivian was the Po-
litical Director of Hispanic Outreach for Joe
Saunders, Florida House Representative for
District 49, contributing to the successful elec-
tion of one of the first openly gay legislators in
Tallahassee. She is also on the Board of Di-
rectors for Equality Florida, which advocates
for equality and justice for the LGBT commu-
nity.

Vivian retired from the New York City Police
Department in August 2004, after completing
twenty-one years of honorable service and
achieving the highest recognition within the
NYPD Detective Bureau, Promotion to First-
Grade Detective. She was assigned to various
specialized elite units which included the Intel-
ligence Division, Executive Protection Unit,
Dignitary Protection Unit, the Organized Crime
Control Bureau, Task Force Mobilization Unit,
Recruitment Section, and the LGBT Sensitivity
Training Program for all incoming NYPD police
cadets. Vivian was the President of the Gay
Officers Action League and Secretary to the
NYPD Hispanic Society. She has been ac-
knowledged for her dedicated work in public
service and has received various accolades
within the Hispanic and LGBT community.

Vivian’s last assignment in the NYPD was
with the Intelligence Liaison Unit. This unit
was created after the 911 Attacks in New York
City, to combat the global international threat
of terrorism in the NYC area. Vivian partici-
pated in several counter-terrorism operations
to detect and deter terrorist reconnaissance
and pre-operational activity to protect the city
from future terrorist attacks. Upon retirement,
Vivian became a consultant with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center, and several other
law enforcement agencies instructing on intel-
ligence and terrorism.

Vivian’s greatest accomplishment was meet-
ing her life partner Valerie Finello, who con-
tinues to support all her endeavors. Her pride
and joy is her loving son, Tyler, who has
grown into a fine young man.

| am happy to honor Vivian Rodriguez, dur-
ing Hispanic Heritage Month, for her exem-
plary career in public service and commitment
to equality and justice.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF EURIBIADES

CERRUD I

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize Euribiades
Cerrud |l for all he has contributed to the city
of Orlando.

Euribiades Cerrud Il, better known as
“Euri,” was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, on
January 26, 1972. Euri was born to an immi-
grant father from Panama and a Puerto Rican
mother. His father was the first person in his
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hometown to graduate from high school and
grew up to become a world-class oncologic
surgeon. His mother was a pediatrician who
dedicated herself to care for impoverished
children.

After graduating from high school, Euri
moved to Orlando, FL, to complete his edu-
cation. While taking a course at Valencia
Community College, he met the love of his
life, Karen N. Cerrud-Santos. After completing
his associate’s degree, he continued his edu-
cation at the University of Central Florida.
While attending UCF, out of his own monthly
allowance, Euri paid for the civil engineering
degree of a homeless man. He also shared
his apartment, on different occasions, with in-
dividuals who could not afford a place to live.

Having developed a great interest in pure
mathematics, he attended Rollins College on a
full scholarship where he completed a bach-
elor's degree in Mathematics with minors in
humanities, physics, chemistry, and business
administration. As part of his thesis, Euri de-
veloped an advanced equations system that
was converted into an interactive computer
program for the estimation of dieting, insulin,
and food intake of diabetic patients. The pro-
gram was eventually donated to the National
Institutes of Health and modified to program
insulin pumps.

After completing his mathematics degree,
Euri went to New England Law in Boston to
study law. He successfully graduated at the
top of his class, while having a newborn with
his wife, holding a full-time position at the
legal department of the Boston Stock Ex-
change, and volunteering part-time to teach
law to gifted students at a charter program in
Boston.

Upon his return to Orlando, Euri has been
very involved in the community. He served as
a board member of Christian Help providing
Christmas gifts and dinners to dozens of fami-
lies in the community and also as board mem-
ber of the Puerto Rico Chamber of Commerce
during three separate terms. Currently, he
serves as Vice-Chair of the City of Orlando
Civil Service Board, Advisory Board Member
to the Hispanic Business Initiative Fund and
the UCF Small Business Development Center,
Ambassador to the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, member of the editorial board of
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Vision
Magazine and Chair of Pack 25 of Cub Scouts
Troop 25 at Good Shepherd Catholic School.
He is also a lecturer to the Orange County Bar
Association’s Business Law Section.

| am happy to honor Euri Cerrud, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for his contributions
to the Hispanic community and to Orlando.
RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF LUIS M. MARTINEZ-ALICEA

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
career of Luis M. Martinez-Alicea. Mr. Mar-
tinez earned a Bachelor's Degree in Commu-
nications from the University of the Sacred
Heart in Puerto Rico and a Master’s Degree in
Business Administration from Ana G. Mendez
University System, Orlando Campus. During
his college years, he worked at the Puerto
Rico Department of State as Press Officer.

Mr. Martinez founded Starlight Productions,
a nonprofit organization devoted to encour-
aging talented youth to develop their artistic
abilities through training and live musical-the-
ater productions.

In 2000, Mr. Martinez relocated to Orlando
to pursue a Master's degree in business. He
worked at Walt Disney World and studied Arts
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Management at the University of Central Flor-
ida. Mr. Martinez was also the host of local
events, performed as an actor in theater plays,
and worked on TV commercials targeted to
the Hispanic market. During his personal time
off, he served as a volunteer in various com-
munity organizations.

Mr. Martinez worked as Marketing Coordi-
nator and Reporter at El Nuevo Dia news-
paper. He later served for five years as Direc-
tor of Marketing & Recruitment at the Ana G.
Mendez University System, in which he imple-
mented innovative recruitment and marketing
strategies and developed strong community
ties to increase corporate branding and diver-
sity.

Yn January 2012, Mr. Martinez was ap-
pointed by Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer as Di-
rector of Multicultural Affairs, an executive po-
sition that promotes the engagement of minor-
ity communities, businesses and residents
with the city of Orlando. In addition, he serves
as the Mayor's Hispanic Spokesperson to
local Hispanic and Brazilian media and assists
Orlando’s Economic Development Depart-
ment.

| am happy to honor Luis M. Martinez-
Alicea, during Hispanic Heritage Month, for his
many accomplishments and service to the
Central Florida community.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF JOHN CORTES

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize John
Cortes for his leadership in the Hispanic com-
munity and his many years of service to Cen-
tral Florida. John has been a valuable member
of his community and has worked to better the
lives of his family, friends, and the community
at large in Osceola County.

John Cortes is a retired New York City Cor-
rections Officer who now serves as the First
Vice President for the Democratic Hispanic
Caucus of Florida. John was born in Brooklyn,
New York, and raised in Puerto Rico where he
graduated from high school. He attended John
Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York
for two years and graduated from the New
York City Department of Corrections Training
Academy for Disasters. John has lived in
Osceola County for the past 14 years with his
loving wife, Caridad Cortes.

John is the Precinct Committeeman for the
Osceola County Democratic Executive Com-
mittee and serves as the Vice President for
the Osceola County Democratic Hispanic Cau-
cus. He is also a current member and former
president of the Kissimmee Neighborhood
Crime Watch, as well as the former president
of the Osceola County Democratic Hispanic
Caucus. John served on the Social Service
Funding Board for the United Way, and on the
Board of Parks and Recreation for Osceola
County. John is also a graduate of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program,
and a graduate of the Kissimmee Police De-
partment Civilian Police Academy in Osceola
County.

I am happy to honor John Cortes, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for his years of serv-
ice within Florida’s Ninth District.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF JAMES AUFFANT

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize James
Auffant for his leadership within the Central
Florida community. James currently serves as
the Secretary for the Florida Democratic Party.

James was born in New York City and
raised in San Juan, Puerto Rico. He attended
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American University in San Juan and grad-
uated with a BA in Political Science. After
graduating from law school, James moved to
Orlando in 1977 with his wife, Lillian. James
became a member of the Florida Bar in 1978
and has continued to practice law in Orlando
since that time.

James worked for the Legal Aid Society of
Orange County and for the Office of the Public
Defender before going into private practice in
1982. James is very active in the Central Flor-
ida community and is a former board member
of Valencia Community College. James was
on the City of Orlando’s Nominating Board,
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion for Orange County, the Minority Business
Board of Orange County, the United Cerebral
Palsy Board, and the Community Action Board
of Orange County. He also acted as Chair for
the Florida Bar’s Juvenile Rules Committee
and currently serves as a board member of
the Apopka Family Learning Center. James
serves as the State Committeeman for the Or-
ange County Democratic Executive Committee
and was the founding president of the His-
panic Community Center in Central Florida,
Asociacion Borinquerna de la Florida Central.

| am happy to honor James Auffant, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for his service to the
Central Florida community and the state of
Florida.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF WANDA RAMOS

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize Wanda
Ramos for her service to the Central Florida
community and for her advocacy on behalf of
workers and their families.

Wanda Ramos was born and raised in
Puerto Rico and is a dedicated wife and proud
mother of a 15 year old son. Mrs. Ramos
moved to Orlando in 1999 where she became
involved in fighting for workers’ rights, empow-
ering new voters, advocating for civil rights,
and creating awareness about the importance
of parental involvement in education.

While working at a retailer, Mrs. Ramos or-
ganized workers to achieve better working
conditions and better pay. When the union-
izing efforts were discouraged by her em-
ployer, Mrs. Ramos still managed to accom-
plish the implementation of safety standards
for a better working environment and better
pay for workers.

Mrs. Ramos has been an active member of
Jobs With Justice where she eventually
earned a place on their Board of Directors.
She joined the Labor Council for Latin Amer-
ican Advancement (LCLAA) and served in var-
ious capacities and campaigns to empower
and elect Latinos in Central Florida.

Through her involvement with the Family
Leadership Institute, Mrs. Ramos has traveled
to other states to raise awareness of parental
involvement in education by speaking to par-
ents, teachers, and administrators. Mrs.
Ramos is also a member of the PTSA, SAC,
the OCPS Hispanic Advisory Council.

In 2008, she joined the presidential cam-
paign of Barack Obama performing many du-
ties as a volunteer, including giving a speech
to introduce Hillary Clinton when she came to
Central Florida to campaign for Mr. Obama.

Mrs. Ramos has advocated for women and
children through organizations such as Com-
munity Legal Services of Mid Florida (CLSMF)
and Legal Advocacy Center of Central Florida
(LACCF), where she served as a board mem-
ber for 2 years.
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As a talk show host of a radio program at
Latina 1580 AM Radio, Mrs. Ramos gave
community organizations and elected officials
the opportunity to provide information and cre-
ate awareness about important issues affect-
ing the community.

| am happy to honor Wanda Ramos, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for her many accom-
plishments and her contributions to the Central
Florida community.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTION OF CHAD M. BRANDT

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize Chad M.
Brandt for his contributions to the Central Flor-
ida community. Mr. Brandt was born in Mel-
bourne, Florida, in 1970. He is a first genera-
tion Cuban-American who has witnessed first-
hand the challenges that immigrants face in
the United States. He has dedicated his life
and career to serve the cause of the immi-
grants in his community.

Mr. Brandt received a bachelor's degree in
Political Science from Florida International
University and a law degree from the Univer-
sity of Florida Levin College of Law, both with
honors. He is currently a member of the Flor-
ida Bar, the American Immigration Lawyers
Association, and admitted before the Florida
Supreme Court and the United States District
Court for the Middle District of Florida

Mr. Brandt is the owner and founder of
Brandt Immigration, a law firm specialized in
immigration law. He devotes a substantial por-
tion of his immigration practice to deportation
defense and representing individuals, families,
and businesses during interviews and appear-
ances before immigration officials. Additionally,
Mr. Brandt assists clients in obtaining tem-
porary visas and permanent resident status.

Mr. Brandt is also actively involved in his
community. He is currently a board member of
the statewide and the local chapter of the His-
panic Business Initiative Fund, a non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to assisting Hispanic en-
trepreneurs. He is also a member of the His-
panic Bar Association of Central Florida and
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Metro
Orlando. He has lectured on immigration law
at the University of Florida Levin College of
Law and his articles have been featured in the
Orlando Sentinel and Ahora Magazine.

Mr. Brandt currently lives in Orlando, FL,
with his wife, Jennifer, and his five children,
Chad Jr., Emily, Ethan, Lily, and William.

| am happy to honor Chad Brandt, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for his service to the
immigrant community in Central Florida.

———

INTRODUCING THE DEBT LIMIT
REFORM ACT

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Debt Limit Reform
Act. This bill will reform the statutory limits on
our nation’s federal debt by providing the
President of the United States with explicit au-
thority to raise the debt ceiling without Con-
gressional approval, and by removing intra-
governmental accounts from the debt ceiling
calculation. As Congress faces an ongoing
government shutdown that has left hundreds
of thousands of American workers without a
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paycheck, we are getting ever closer to our
nation defaulting on its debt obligations. On
October 17th, the debt ceiling is expected to
be breached. Democrats and Republicans
must come together before then to act or risk
a global economic catastrophe. This is exactly
where we were just two years ago, and where
we will be again in the near future if we do not
take any steps to reform the way in which we
calculate and consider our nation’s debt.

Congress has legislatively limited federal
debt for nearly 100 years, from the Second
Liberty Bond Act of 1917 to the more recent
Budget Control Act of 2011 and subsequent
increases. These increases, however, do not
address the fact that the current manner in
which we determine the debt ceiling is no
longer relevant to how we govern today.

We need a new debt limit law—one that
takes the modern world into account. Under
this bill, the debt ceiling will distinguish be-
tween mere accounting techniques and actual
debt. No longer will debt owed from one
branch of our government to another be con-
sidered the same as debt held by foreign gov-
ernments, banks, pension funds, and other en-
tities. According to the Congressional Budget
Office (CBO), of the $16.699 ftrillion in out-
standing debt subject to limit, roughly $11.9
trillion is held by the public and about $4.8 tril-
lion is held by government accounts.

By excluding these government-held ac-
counts from the debt limit calculation—particu-
larly the Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
(OASI) and the Disability Insurance (DI) Trust
Funds that constitute the Social Security Trust
Funds, Medicare Parts A and B, the Civil
Service and Military Retirement Trust Funds,
Unemployment Insurance, the Highway Trust
Fund, Community Living Assistance Services
and Supports (CLASS) Trust Fund, and Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund—we will have a
more accurate view of our actual debt obliga-
tions.

These intra-governmental accounts are the
means by which the Treasury tracks payouts
and obligations to other government entities.
They are accounting techniques, not debts.
These funds serve to help retired workers and
their families, the families of deceased work-
ers, and disabled workers and their families. In
addition, they provide inpatient hospital stay
and medical insurance benefits; fund pro-
grams for civilian and military retirement; pro-
vide unemployment benefits to eligible workers
who become unemployed through no fault of
their own; fund road construction and mass
transit projects; provide insurance for long-
term services in the case of disability; and
fund the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA). They need not be considered the same
as our government’s debt for purposes of cal-
culating the debt ceiling.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when partisan grid-
lock is having a devastating impact on our na-
tion’s economy through a government shut-
down and further threatening to destabilize
global financial systems, this legislation rep-
resents a common sense solution to modern-
izing the way in which we calculate our na-
tion’s debt and increase the debt ceiling. By
excluding intragovernmental accounts from the
Treasury’s debt ceiling equation and author-
izing the Executive to alter the ceiling as
needed, the Debt Limit Reform Act will help
Congress avoid some of the last-minute
showdowns that have become all too common
in recent years. In this way we can begin to
tackle the real challenges facing this country.
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HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | was unavoidably absent during the week
September 23, 2013. If | were present, | would
have voted on the following:

Rollcall vote No. 484: H.R. 1961, “nay;”

Rollcall vote No. 485: H. Res. 354, “yea;”

Rollcall vote No. 486: H.R. 3095, “yea;”

Rollcall vote No. 487: H.R. 2600, “yea;”

Rollcall vote No. 488: Journal Vote, “yea;”

Rollcall vote No. 489: Grijalva Amendment,

“aye;”
Rollcall vote No. 490: Napolitano Amend-
ment, “aye;”
Rollcall vote No. 491: Senate Amendment to
H.R. 1412, “yea;”

Rollcall vote No. 492: H.R. 3096, “aye;”

Rollcall vote No. 493: H. Res. 361—Martial
Law Authority Rule, “nay;”

Rollcall vote No. 494: Motion on Ordering
the Previous Question on the Rule, “nay;”

Rollcall vote No. 495: H. Res. 366—Rule
providing for consideration of both the amend-
ments to the Senate Amendment to H.J. Res.
59, “nay;”

Rollcall vote No. 496: H.R. 2251, “yea;”

Rollcall vote No. 497: Motion to Concur with
the Senate Amendment with a House Amend-
ment, Part 1 (Paulsen), “yea;”

Rollcall vote No. 498: Motion to Concur with
the Senate Amendment with a House Amend-
ment, Part 2 (Blackburn), “nay;”

Rollcall vote No. 499: H.R. 3210—Pay Our
Military Act, “yea;” and

Rollcall vote No. 500: H.R. 2848—Depart-
ment of State Operations and Embassy Secu-
rity Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2014, “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, October 14, | missed a rollcall vote.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on No. 548.

HONORING JIM MURAKAMI OF
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to posthumously honor and pay
tribute to Jim Murakami, a great community
leader who dedicated much of his life to advo-
cating for the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which
achieved redress for the 120,000 United
States citizens of Japanese descent on the
West Coast that were wrongfully incarcerated
in internment camps during World War Il.

Mr. Murakami was born and raised in Santa
Rosa, California. When WWII broke out, Mr.
Murakami and his family were first incarcer-
ated in the temporary internment camp in
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Merced, California and were later moved to
the camp at Amache, Colorado.

After Mr. Murakami graduated from high
school, he joined the Army and served two
years in Germany. After he was discharged,
Mr. Murakami returned to his hometown of
Santa Rosa, where he raised a family with his
wife of 59 years, Margarette, and where he
lived until his death in 2012.

Mr. Murakami joined the Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens League (JACL) in the early
1950s and quickly rose through the ranks of
the organization. He was the president of the
local JACL chapter, the first governor of the
Northern California-Western Nevada-Pacific
District, as well as the national vice president
of the organization from 1972-1975 before be-
coming the national president from 1976—
1978.

During his tenure with the JACL, Mr.
Murakami worked tirelessly on the Civil Lib-
erties Act of 1988, finally seeing it passed and
signed into law by President Reagan in 1988.
The Act required a Presidential apology and a
symbolic payment to the surviving internees
who were subjected to forced relocation.

In addition to his work with the JACL, Mr.
Murakami was also a member of the Santa
Rosa East Rotary for more than 50 years as
well as a permanent member of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars.

He was a regular financial supporter of the
Hannah Boys Center, the Sonoma County Mu-
seum, and his local fire department.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Murakami was forced to
endure dreadful circumstances that most of us
have never, nor will ever, experience. In the
face of this adversity, Mr. Murakami not only
served his country in the Armed Forces when
called upon but also worked tirelessly to right
the injustice he experienced through his advo-
cacy for the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. Mr.
Murakami was a valuable, contributing mem-
ber of his community, both locally and nation-
ally. It is therefore appropriate that, on this
25th anniversary of the enactment of the Civil
Liberties Act of 1988, we honor and remember
him today for his many contributions.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following.

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF

MARIA LUYANDA

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize Maria
Luyanda for her leadership within the Central
Florida Hispanic Community.

Maria Luyanda was born in Vega Baja,
Puerto Rico. She attended college at Missouri
University and completed courses in account-
ing at Methodist University in Dallas, Texas.
She began her career as a teller at Banco
Popular de Puerto Rico, where she was rec-
ognized for her professionalism and later be-
came assistant manager.

In 1998, Maria was hired by American Air-
lines Credit Union as manager of the San
Juan, Puerto Rico office. During her time at
American Airlines, Maria established a loan
system to benefit the employees of the Carib-
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bean islands and was soon appointed Re-
gional Director. She was later promoted to Ex-
ecutive Director and became part of the World
Association of Credit Unions, as operational
adviser. In this position, she had the oppor-
tunity to help smaller credit unions organize
their operational capabilities and to experience
financial growth.

Maria moved to Orlando, Florida in 1998
and served as the assistant Vice President of
Banco Popular. In 2004, she started Luyanda
Insurance with her son Jose, a company dedi-
cated to looking for innovative products to sat-
isfy the local market. Maria was also the treas-
urer and vice president of the Hispanic Amer-
ican Professional and Business Women Asso-
ciation and on the Board of the Hispanic
Youth Group of Deltona. Maria currently
serves as the President of the Puerto Rican
Chamber of Commerce and is on the Advisory
Board for Polytechnic University’s Orlando
Campus.

| am happy to honor Maria Luyanda, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for her continued
leadership within the Central Florida commu-
nity.

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC SERVICE OF ZORAIDA ANDINO
RIOS

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize the public
service of Zoraida Andino Rios. Zoraida was
born in East Chicago, Indiana. Her passion for
social justice started when she was studying
at Saint Joseph’s College where she received
a Bachelor's Degree in Sociology and Edu-
cation. As a student, she was the founder of
an organization called “Palante” and was the
assistant director of a college TV program,
“Know Your Community,” which informs
Latino students about issues affecting the His-
panic community. She is the proud mother of
her two children, Carolina Raquel and Gilberto
Antonio. Her pride and joy is her grand-
daughter Analiz Diana Balderas.

In 1979, Zoraida moved to Puerto Rico and
worked for several community services com-
panies. In 1986, she returned to Indiana and
began advocating for the rights of the Puerto
Rican and Latino community. She served as
President of Madre Atrevete Muevete Ahora
(MAMA) and Secretary of the Latino Historical
Society. She was also active with the North-
west Indiana Voter Registration and Education
Foundation, United Citizens Organization, and
United Farm Workers. Zoraida was the co-
founder and President of the National Con-
ference of Puerto Rican Women and received
their Lifetime Achievement Award in 2000.
She also received the Roberto Clemente
Community Service Award from the Northwest
Indiana Coordinating Counsel.

After moving to Florida with her family,
Zoraida became the founder and President of
the National Conference of Puerto Rican
Women'’s local chapter in Orlando. She is also
a member of the Asociacion Borinquena and
La Casa de Puerto Rico. In 2008, she got in-
volved with various social justice groups and
served as Vice President for Frente Unido 436
and Vice President of the National Council of
Puerto Rican Rights. She is also involved with
the Black, Latino, Puerto Rican Alliance for
Justice and is founder and co-director of the
Orlando chapter of the National Congress of
Puerto Rican Rights. She is currently working
on her project “Boricua,” a tool to unite the
worldwide Puerto Rican community.
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| am happy to honor Zoraida Andino Rios,
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for her public
service to the Hispanic community.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF MELISSA MCGUIRE-

MANIAU

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize an amaz-
ing woman in my community, Melissa
McGuire-Maniau.

Melissa McGuire-Maniau was born in Puerto
Rico, raised in Orlando and is a veteran of the
United States Air Force. For the last eight
years Melissa has been proudly married to her
husband, a native of Mexico. Together they
have three girls.

Melissa has been at the forefront of the fight
for comprehensive immigration reform and has
helped build a movement in Central Florida for
the rights of immigrants. Melissa’s journey in
the immigrant rights movement started in 2005
when she began to study her husband’s immi-
gration case. After living in the United States
for over twenty years, her husband was still an
undocumented immigrant facing deportation.
Seeking legal status and citizenship for her
husband was nearly impossible.

On October 5, 2011, Melissa’s husband was
taken from their home and sent to a private
immigrant detention center in South Florida.
Having worked as a volunteer with several im-
migrant rights organizations, Melissa used her
experience to fight back. Thanks to the sup-
port and collaborative efforts of the commu-
nity, Melissa’s husband was eventually re-
leased. Her husband became a legal perma-
nent resident in April 2013.

Over the last several years, Melissa and her
family have volunteered with the National
Farm Worker Ministry. Melissa is nhow the Im-
migration Chair of the Youth and Young Adult
Network of the National Farm Worker Ministry,
and serves as Vice President of the Board of
Directors for the Florida Immigrant Coalition.
Melissa is currently in the Pre-Law Program at
Rollins College working towards becoming an
immigration attorney in order to continue the
fight for justice for all immigrant families.

| am happy to honor Melissa McGuire-
Maniau, during Hispanic Heritage Month, for
her service to our country and her community.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF VANESSA HALL

FERREIRA

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize the cour-
age and commitment of Vanessa Hall Ferreira.
Vanessa was born and grew up as the young-
est of six in Bridgeport, Connecticut. As a
young child, Vanessa grew up in a housing
project with her single mother, 4 sisters, and
brother. Vanessa was the first in her family to
graduate high school. She married her high
school sweetheart Alfredo Ferreira in 1971
with whom she has two daughters and three
grandsons.

Vanessa began her bakery career in 1983.
She got a full time job in the bakery of a gro-
cery store, which she really enjoyed. She
moved to another grocery store chain where
there were good worker protections and was
able to earn a pension and get 100% vested.
In 1995, she decided to move the family to
Florida.

In 1998, Vanessa got a job at Walmart as
a cake decorator. It was a great place to work
even though the pay was not much. When she
asked for a 75 cent raise, Walmart denied her,
saying it was too much. She left to work at a
competitor grocery store where she received
training, great benefits, and higher wages.
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When the store went out of business,
Venessa had no choice but to go back to work
at Walmart in 2005. Vanessa and other asso-
ciates had concerns about scheduling and
management’s attitude toward the workers.
Eventually, the store began to hire temporary
workers instead of giving full time work to the
current employees.

In 2009, Vanessa discovered the Organiza-
tion United for Respect at Walmart or OUR
Walmart. She became an “Our Walmart”
member online but kept her membership pri-
vate. In 2012, Vanessa went on strike at her
store during the week of Black Friday.
Vanessa returned back to work after going on
strike with a new sense of dignity.

Vanessa became one of the main leaders
for Our Walmart in Central Florida. In April
2013, Vanessa was fired from her position
with Walmart in retaliation for her activism.
She continues to advocate for workers’ rights
by sharing her own experiences.

| am happy to honor Vanessa Hall Ferreira,
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for her cour-
age and commitment to workers’ rights.

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF MARCOS VILAR

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize the career
of Marcos Vilar. Mr. Vilar was born in Ponce,
Puerto Rico. He moved to the United States at
the age of 14 and has since lived in New
Hampshire, Wisconsin, Washington, DC, Chi-
cago, Tampa, and Orlando. He holds a Bach-
elor's Degree in History from the University of
Maryland and a Master’s Degree in Education
from the University of lllinois, Chicago.

Mr. Vilar worked as a teacher in Chicago,
where he also was active in community work.
During his tenure at Roberto Community
Academy he was best known for working with
at risk youth and developing arts and cultural
programming into after school activities. He
was also advisor for the Student Government
body and a leader of the local reform move-
ment at the school.

Mr. Vilar moved to Washington, DC in Janu-
ary of 2002, and there held several national
leadership positions including National Field
Director for the Que Nada Nos Detenga, voter
registration campaign of the Puerto Rico Fed-
eral Affairs Administration, Executive Director
for America’s Families United, National Polit-
ical Director for SEIU, and National Field Di-
rector for Mi Familia Vota Education Fund.

Mr. Vilars work as Executive Director for
America’s Families United was fundamental to
the development of Catalist, which has be-
come the standard voter file database used by
progressive organizations. He was also a
founding member of the Catalist Board of
Managers.

As Political Director of SEIU, Mr. Vilar fo-
cused on improving member databases and
was responsible for aggressively growing the
COPE Fund, SEIU’s Political Action Com-
mittee (PAC). During his two year tenure, the
PAC doubled its annual income and became
the largest PAC in the country.

As National Field Director for Mi Familia
Vota Education Fund, Mr. Vilar led efforts to
engage Latinos in the 2012 election cycle. He
was instrumental in the development and suc-
cess of the National Latino Civic Engagement
Table, a coalition of national organizations
working together to increase Latino civic par-
ticipation in key states. In addition he oversaw
the opening of Mi Familia Vota Education
Fund operations in Texas and Florida in 2011
and 2012.
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Vilar moved to Florida in 2012 and served
as statewide coordinator for the Alliance for
Citizenship, a national immigration reform
campaign. He is now working as Statewide
Field Director for Florida New Majority.

| am happy to honor Marcos Vilar, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for his many accom-
plishments and contributions to his community.

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND SERVICE OF LUIS R.

PASTRANA SILVA

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, to recognize Luis R.
Pastrana Silva for his service to our country
and to the Hispanic community in Central Flor-
ida.

Mr. Pastrana was born in Rio Piedras, Puer-
to Rico. He holds a B.B.A. from the University
of Puerto Rico (UPR), Rio Piedras Campus,
an M.B.A. from Farleigh Dickinson University,
and a J.D. from the UPR School of Law. Mr.
Pastrana honorably served as a commis-
sioned officer in the U.S. Army for 20 years.
After his retirement from the Army in 1978, Mr.
Pastrana held several positions within the gov-
ernment of Puerto Rico, promoting business
and economic development.

In 2001, he moved to Orlando to serve as
the Puerto Rico Federal Affairs Administra-
tion’s Regional Director for Southern States.
Since 2003, he has served as Distinguished
Professor at the Ana G. Mendez University
System in Orlando, FL. He is also a member
of the Puerto Rico Bar, the American Bar As-
sociation, and the Hispanic National Bar Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Pastrana has been a leader in the Puer-
to Rican community in Central Florida and a
champion for business development. He has
published two autobiographies and one re-
search book on the U.S. Constitution. He is
happily married to Mareitssa Griggs, a college
professor, and together they have five children
and five grandchildren.

| am happy to honor Luis R. Pastrana Silva,
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for his serv-
ice to our country and to the Hispanic commu-
nity.

HONORING THE LEGACY OF LOVE OF JUANITA GARCIA

PERAZA

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month to recognize the life and
legacy of Juanita Garcia Peraza, founder of
the Congregacion Mita Church.

Juanita Garcia Peraza was born on June
24, 1897, in Hatillo, Puerto Rico. She came
from a distinguished family, and was known
for her moral and spiritual values, her love for
the poor, and her sensitivity toward the pain of
others. In the late 1930’s, when Puerto Rico
and the U.S. were experiencing a great eco-
nomic crisis, Juanita became ill and was bed-
ridden with gastroenteritis. While confined with
the illness, Juanita promised the Lord that if
He healed her, she would serve Him for the
rest of her days. She was healed. She then
abandoned her social position and fortune,
and traveled the countryside visiting the poor
and the needy to preach the good news.

In 1940, in the town of Arecibo, Puerto Rico,
Juanita founded the Congregacion Mita
Church with a message of love, freedom, and
unity. In 1947, the Church was established in
the capital city of San Juan, in the Hato Rey
sector. She performed missionary work, vis-
iting prisons and hospitals and helping reform
many alcoholics and drug addicts. In addition
to her spiritual work, Juanita carried out ex-
traordinary social work in the community. She
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developed credit unions and corporations that
provide employment and economic opportuni-
ties to members of the church. She estab-
lished Bible schools, known as the
“Consejero,” to instruct, counsel, and guide
children in their integral development. She
founded music academies to benefit children
and adolescents by encouraging their develop-
ment in the arts. Also, she established the
Ministry of Guards to watch over the church’s
properties and the surrounding neighborhoods.

Likewise, Juanita established the Ministry of
Preachers and Deacons who perform social
work wherever the congregation is estab-
lished. She envisioned the creation of a shel-
ter for the elderly and a school for the children
and youth of the community, both of which be-
came a reality a few years after she passed
away. Under her leadership, her work spread
to New York, Chicago, and Washington, DC,
as well as Santo Domingo and Santiago de
los Caballeros in the Dominican Republic.

Juanita initiated a new era for women. At a
time when women were not allowed to offi-
ciate in church and faced discrimination, she
removed barriers and cleared the way for
women to express themselves openly. Juanita
allowed women equal participation in the
church, including leadership roles. Despite
being assailed, slandered, and misinterpreted,
she pushed ahead bravely, leaving behind a
legacy of love in the hearts of those who knew
her.

In 1978, the Universidad Hispano Ameri-
cana recognized Juanita for her extraordinary
work, and awarded her the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy in Management Honoris
Causae. A public elementary school in one of
the communities where she served was also
named in her honor.

I am happy to honor Juanita Garcia Peraza,
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for all her
hard work, courage, and dedication.

—————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,747,411,584,091.53. We've
added $6,120,534,535,178.45 to our debt in 4
years. This is $6.1 trillion in debt our nation,
our economy, and our children could have
avoided with a balanced budget amendment.

HONORING CECILIA CASSIDY

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the outstanding contribu-
tions of Cecilia Cassidy and to commemorate
her retirement after 21 years of service to the
community of Rosslyn.

As executive director of Rosslyn Renais-
sance, Ms. Cassidy was crucial in growing the
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member-based organization from a small core
of volunteers to a respected business organi-
zation. Rosslyn Renaissance eventually
merged with the Arlington Business Improve-
ment District, BID, in 2012, and the majority of
the programs Ms. Cassidy created while at
Renaissance were implemented at the BID.

In 2003, Ms. Cassidy worked with property
owners, the business community, the County
Manager’s Office and Arlington Economic De-
velopment to help create the Rosslyn Busi-
ness Improvement District, BID. The first BID
in Northern Virginia, Rosslyn BID was formed
to enhance development and growth through
highlighting the uniqueness and strengths of
Arlington’s Rosslyn neighborhood.

Her leadership as executive director of the
BID paved the way for an influx of residential,
retail, and dining offerings, which have trans-
formed Rosslyni into a vibrant, dynamic, and
more livable community. Today Rosslyn is a
more walkable and drivable community; home
to a number of award-winning living spaces.

Ms. Cassidy was instrumental in bringing
Artisphere to Rosslyn. In order to make Arling-
ton Counties’ vision for Artisphere possible,
BID pledged $1 million in start-up revenue and
$300,000 annually for the life of the center.
The state-of-the-art cultural center cemented
Rosslyn as the cultural capital of Arlington.

Under the leadership of Ms. Cassidy, the
Rosslyn BID garnered a number of awards in-
cluding three from the International Downtown
Association, one for urban placemaking for
Central Space, and one in marketing for
ROSSLYN magazine.

Ms. Cassidy has said that one of her proud-
est accomplishments as executive director of
the BID was working with local partners to
provide services for the homeless. Rosslyn
BID is one of the only BIDs in the nation to
provide homeless services.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO WELCOME
WILSON, SR.

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Welcome Wilson, Sr., who was
named chairman of University of Houston’s
“Drive to Tier One” initiative. The University of
Houston is on track for Tier One status. Mr.
Wilson is a member of the Board of Regents
at the University of Houston System. He was
also inducted into the Texas Business Hall of
Fame in 2010, served in the executive office
of President John F. Kennedy, was Houston
chairman for the March of Dimes, and grad-
uated first in his class from the Naval Officers
School.

Wilson will work to mobilize the community
and alumni organization in support of the Tier
One initiative. Elevating the University of
Houston to one the Nation’s elite research in-
stitutions would attract high-technology busi-
nesses seeking to form partnerships with uni-
versities and boost the economy of Houston
and its surrounding area. Adding another top-
tier university in Texas would also allow lower-
income students to attend high-quality schools
closer to home for less money.

Great universities are built by great commu-
nities. Mr. Wilson is a leader who represents
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our community with distinction and honor. On
behalf of all residents of the Twenty-Second
Congressional District of Texas, it's an honor
to recognize the appointment of Welcome Wil-
son, Sr., and | support Mr. Wilson and the
University of Houston in their endeavors to
achieve Tier One status.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TULSI GABBARD

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, on October 9,
2013, | was unavoidably detained and missed
rollcall vote Nos. 536 and 537. Had | been
present | would have voted:

Rollcall No. 536: “no.”—On Motion to Table
the Motion to Appeal the Ruling of the Chair.

Rollcall No. 537: “no”—On Passage.

————————

FOURTH U.S. POW DELEGATION TO
JAPAN, OCTOBER 13-21, 2013

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor veterans from America’s greatest gen-
eration and thank the Government of Japan
for recognizing the sacrifices of these men. On
Sunday, October 13, seven former members
or widows of former members of the U.S.
Army, U.S. Army Air Corps, and U.S. Marines
who fought in the Pacific Theater of World
War ll—and who were once prisoners of war
of Imperial Japan—uwill travel to Japan as
guests of the Japanese government. Marking
an act of historic reconciliation and remem-
brance, this is the fourth delegation of U.S.
POWs to visit Japan through this program.

Their first trip to Japan was on aging freight-
ers called “Hellships,” where the men were
loaded into suffocating holds with little space,
water, food, or sanitation. The conditions in
which they were held are unimaginable. At the
POW camps in the Philippines, Japan and
China, they suffered unmerciful abuse aggra-
vated by the lack of food, medical care, cloth-
ing, and appropriate housing. Each POW also
became a slave laborer at the mines, fac-
tories, and docks of some of Japan’s largest
companies. In the end, nearly 40 percent of
the American POWs held by Japan perished;
compared to two percent of those in Nazi Ger-
many’s POW camps. The POWs of this dele-
gation slaved for Mitsubishi, Nippon Express,
Sumitomo, Nisshin Flour, Hitachi, Dowa Hold-
ings, and JFE Holdings.

In September 2010, the Japanese govern-
ment delivered to the first American POW del-
egation an official, Cabinet-approved apology
for the damage and suffering these men en-
dured. Although the Japanese government
had hosted POWs from the wartime Allies of
the United States since the late 1990s, the
2010 trip was the first trip to Japan for Amer-
ican POWs. It was also the first official apol-
ogy to any prisoners of war held by Japan.

| know that the American POWSs fought hard
for this recognition. Dr. Lester Tenney of Cali-
fornia, a former POW who mined coal for
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Mitsui, was instrumental in persuading the
Government of Japan to offer the apology and
initiate the trips of reconciliation. He says he
is “honored to have had the opportunity of as-
sisting the U.S. State Department and the
Japanese Embassy in arranging this year’s
POW Visitation Program. Like the years past,
the visit will no doubt yield many memories
while at the same time erase many bad expe-
riences that left its mark on the POWSs. This
year, for the first time, Japan’s Minister of For-
eign Affairs has allowed three widows of
former POWSs to participate in the program
and visit the sites of their husbands’ Japanese
prison camps located in various cities in
Japan.”

| thank the POWs for their persistent pursuit
of justice, and commend the U.S. State De-
partment for helping them. | also appreciate
the willingness of the Japanese government to
pursue an historic and meaningful apology. It
is my hope that the POW Visitation Program
continues to expand, and that it will be a heal-
ing mechanism for the POWSs, their families
and communities.

Now, it is time for the many Japanese com-
panies that used POWs for slave labor during
World War Il to follow the example of their
government by offering an apology and sup-
porting programs for lasting remembrance and
reconciliation.

Mr. Speaker, | wish these men a fulfilling
trip to Japan, and | hope that their trip contrib-
utes to securing the historic peace between
the U.S. and our important ally Japan.

FOURTH U.S. POW DELEGATION TO JAPAN, OCTOBER 13—
21, 2013

Philip W. Coon, 94, is a full blood
Muscogee Creek who grew up in Oklahoma.
After graduating from the Haskell Institute (to-
day’s Haskell Indian Nations University) in
Lawrence, Kansas, he enlisted in the U.S.
Army on September 29, 1941. He was as-
signed to the 31st Infantry Regiment and sent
immediately to the Philippines Islands aboard
the USAT Willard A. Holbrook arriving on Oc-
tober 23, 1941. At Fort McKinley he trained as
a .30 caliber machine gunner (M1919 Brown-
ing). He fought on Bataan Peninsula against
the invading Japanese forces and was surren-
dered on April 9. Forced on the infamous 65-
mile Bataan Death March, he was subjected
to capricious cruelty and abuse, denied water,
food, rest and protection from the sun. Nearly
all on the March had surrendered sick and
malnourished causing thousands to die before
they reached their destination of Camp
O’Donnell. Coon credits his survival to God, or
as he said, “We ran out of food, ammunition
and men, but we didn’t run out of prayer.” His
first POW Camp was Camp O’Donnell where
he worked burial detail. For the next two
years, he was held at Cabanatuan, Camp
Lipa-Batangas, Camp Murphy-Rizal, and
Bilibid. On October 1, 1944, he was shipped
via Hong Kong on the Hellship Hokusen Maru
to Taiwan where he was held briefly at the
Inrin Temporary POW Camp. From Taiwan he
was sent to Moji, Japan, via the Hellship Mel-
bourne Maru arriving January 23, 1945. He
was then shipped north to Sendai and became
a slave laborer mining cooper for Fujita Gumi
Kosaka Kozan (today’s Dowa Holdings Co.
Ltd.) at the Sendai-#8B Kosaka POW Camp.
After his liberation in September 1945, he re-
turned to the U.S. and was discharged from
service as a Corporal on June 24, 1946. He
returned home to work as Union Painter doing
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high-scaffold work. Helen, his wife of 67 years,
died this spring. Mr. Coon lives with his son,
Michael, a Vietnam vet who works with DAV
Creek County Chapter #9 as a Service Officer
helping veterans with their disability claims.
Six members of the Muscogee Creek Nation
became prisoners of Japan on the Philippines:
five from Corregidor and Mr. Coon who was
on Bataan. POW#Unknown

Lora Cummins, 87, is the widow of Ferron
E. Cummins (1917-1990). She lives in San
Antonio, Texas. Mr. Cummins grew up in New
Mexico where he graduated in 1938 from
Tyler Commercial College in Texas and went
to work as a bookkeeper for the First National
Bank in Hagerman, New Mexico (today’s First
American Bank). In November 1940, he en-
listed in the U.S. Army Air Corps and had his
Basic Training at Brooks and Kelly Fields near
San Antonio, Texas. He was assigned to the
V Interceptor Command, 24th Pursuit Group,
34th Pursuit Squadron at Hamilton Field, Cali-
fornia. In November 1941, Cummins was
transferred to the Philippines Islands aboard
the USS Coolidge. He arrived on November
20 and was assigned to Nichols Field. When
the Japanese invaded the Philippines on De-
cember 8, he was sent to Aglaloma Point, Ba-
taan to fight with the 71st Infantry joining men
from all branches of the Armed Services. He
was surrendered on April 9, 1942 and forced
on the infamous 65-mile Bataan Death March
on April 10, 1942 from Mariveles to Camp
O’Donnell arriving on April 21, 1942. From
Camp O’Donnell, he was moved to Caba-
natuan, then Bilibid. At these camps he sur-
vived sunstroke, dysentery, malaria, dengue
fever, wet and dry beriberi, yellow jaundice,
and blindness. In August 1944, he was
shipped to Moji, Japan, aboard the Hellship
Noto Maru. He was taken to Hiroshima and
became a slave stevedore for Hitachi Shipyard
(today’s Hitachi Zosen Corporation) at
Mukaijima [Mukaishima] Hiroshima Sub-camp
#4. A Japanese elementary school in
Mukaishima today honors the memory of the
men of this camp. On August 6, 1945, he felt
the air warm and watched a three-mile high
mushroom cloud rise above Hiroshima from
the atomic bomb. He was officially liberated
September 14, 1945. He returned to Lake Ar-
thur, New Mexico where he remained in the
Air Force and married the girl down the street,
Lora Mae Lane. Upon retirement, he owned a
laundry and vending machine business. In
1967, the family moved to San Antonio, Texas
where he worked for SEARS. He and Lora
had one child, Glenda, and were married 43
years. Lora was a civilian employee of the Air
Force. He passed away on March 26, 1990 of
a heart attack just days after returning from
his second trip to the Philippines with his wife,
daughter, son-in-law, and grandson, Ferron.
Mr. Cummins is buried at Fort Sam Houston
National Cemetery in San Antonio, Texas.
POW# 115

Robert B. Heer, 92, lives in Sequim, Wash-
ington. He grew up in lowa and joined the
U.S. Army Air Corps in June 1940 becoming
a carpenter with the 30th Bombardment
Squadron, 19th Bomb Group (Heavy), V
Bomber Command stationed at March Field,
California. He was stationed at Kirtland Field
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, before being or-
dered to the Philippine Islands in October
1941 He arrived on October 23, 1941 aboard
USAT Willard A. Holbrook and was sent to
Clark Field. On December 29, 1941, the 30th
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Bombardment Squadron was evacuated to
Mindanao and he was sent to the Del Monte
Airfield. He was surrendered on May 10 and
sent to Camp Casisang, about five kilometers
southwest of Malaybalay, Mindanao. On Sep-
tember 6, 1942, the Generals and Colonels
were removed from Camp Casisang and sent
to Formosa (Taiwan). Heer served as an or-
derly to Brig. General Joseph P. Vachon, the
former C.O. of the Philippine Army’s 101st Di-
vision on Mindanao, with whom Bob Heer was
sent to Karenko POW Camp via the freighter
Suzuya Maru. At Karenko he wrote a mes-
sage to his family that the Japanese broadcast
to the U.S. over shortwave radio. In May
1943, he was shipped to Heito POW Camp to
clear and work in sugar cane fields. He re-
mained there nearly a year before being
moved to Taihoku POW Camp #6 where he
slaved at building a memorial park for Japa-
nese soldiers and a man-made lake for the ir-
rigation of rice fields. In early 1945, he was
shipped to Japan, first to the port of Moji on
Kyushu and then north to Hokkaido. There he
was first a slave stevedore for the Hakodate
Port Transportation Company at Hakodate 2—
D POW. In late May 1945, he was moved
north to become a slave laborer mining coal
for Sumitomo Mining (today’s Sumitomo Metal
Mining Co. Ltd.) at Hakodate #2 Akihira POW
Camp. He was liberated in early September
1945, when American Army records clerks ar-
rived and told them the war was over. After
liberation, Heer remembers eating well and
gaining 40 pounds in Japan, making friends
with post-war civilians there. “I was giving
food to the Japanese,” he said, even eating
dinner with one family who invited him in after
he gave them matches and soap, which was
in short supply. On April 20, 1946, Heer was
honorably discharged from the Air Corps at
Camp Beale (Beale A.F.B.) in California. He
used the GI Bill to earn a degree in photog-
raphy from the Fred Archer School of Photog-
raphy in Los Angeles, California. Missing
friends and the military life, he returned to ac-
tive duty with the Air Force in 1950, retiring in
1966 as a Technical Sergeant. In retirement
he has worked as an amateur historian of
American POWSs of Japan and embarked on a
“third career” as a house husband. He has
been married to Karen Harper since 1989, and
has four children from two previous marriages.
POW# 330

Esther Jennings, 90, is the widow of Clinton
S. Jennings (1919-2004). She lives in San
Francisco, California. Mr. Jennings, a Cali-
fornia native, served in the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps before enlisting in the U.S. Army in
1941. He was sent to the Philippine Islands
the same year aboard the USS Republic (AP—
33). He was stationed on Corregidor to join
Battery “K” 59th Coast Artillery Regiment
where he helped man fixed 60” Searchlights
No. 1 through 8, plus a number of 60” and 30”
mobile seacoast searchlights. Surrendered on
May 6, 1942, he was sent to a series of POW
camps on the Philippines: Bongabong, Caba-
natuan, Lipa-Batanga, and Bilibid. In July
1944, he was herded along with 1,600 other
American POWs aboard the Hellship Nissyo
Marti to be shipped to Japan. The nightmarish
two-week voyage to Moji, Japan included an
attack by an American submarine wolfpack on
the unmarked transport. Jennings was first
held in Fukuoka-23-Keisen as slave laborer
mining coal for Meiji Mining [Meiji Kogyo]
Hirayama Mine (The company was dissolved
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in 1969, but its exploration and research divi-
sion became independent as Meiji Consultant
Co., Ltd. in 1965, and still exists). He was
then transferred to Fukuoka #9B, located near
the town of Miyata (now the city of Miyawaka),
again to be a slave laborer mining coal, but for
Kaijima Coal Mining Onoura Mine (the com-
pany no longer exists). After the war, he spent
25 years in the Army working in finance. He
retired in 1965 and worked in public finance at
the Bank of America retiring again in 1985.
Jennings was a dedicated volunteer: he spent
27 years at KQED; 24 years at the Fine Arts
Museums of San Francisco; and 20 years for
the San Francisco Opera Guild where he en-
joyed being a supernumerary. He was a mem-
ber of American Defenders of Bataan & Cor-
regidor; American Ex-Prisoners of War; Phil-
ippine Scouts Heritage Society; American Le-
gion; San Francisco History Association; VFW;
Military Order of the Purple Heart; Past Presi-
dent of Golden Gate Chapter #18 of National
Sojourners; Native Sons of the Golden West,
Guadalupe Parlor; The Great War Society;
Past Master of Masonic Lodge San Francisco
#120; Scottish Rite, Shriners; President of the
National Assn. of Civilian Conservation Corps
Alumni; The Retired Officers Association and
the Reserve Officers Association. He was
married to Esther Bloom for 34 years and had
three children from a prior marriage. He suc-
cumbed to cancer on October 28, 2004. Mr.
Jennings is buried at Hills of Eternity, Colma,
California. POW# Unknown

Erwin R. Johnson, 91, divides his time be-
tween Wynantskill, New York, outside of Al-
bany and Lacombe, Louisiana. He grew up in
New Orleans, Louisiana, and enlisted in the
U.S. Army Air Corps in September 1940. He
was assigned to the 48th Materiel Squadron,
27th Bombardment Group (Light), V Bomber
Command where he was trained as a me-
chanic for A-20 fighter planes. He was trans-
ferred to the Philippine Islands aboard the
USS President Coolidge in November 1941,
arriving on November 20th and was deployed
to Fort McKinley south of Manila. When Japa-
nese forces attacked the Philippine Islands in
December 1941, though not trained as an in-
fantryman, Johnson was issued a rifle and or-
dered to defend against the Japanese ad-
vance. He and all American and Filipino
troops on the Bataan Peninsula were surren-
dered on April 9, 1942. Immediately, he was
forced on the infamous 65-mile Bataan Death
March to Camp O’Donnell. He recalls many
horrific events during the march; maybe the
worst was a Japanese guard bayoneting to
death a Filipino mother and her baby for trying
to pass food to the starving, sick POWs. At
Camp O’Donnell he volunteered for work duty
building bridges and other projects. Later that
year, he was transferred to Cabanatuan where
he volunteered for work details outside of the
Camp. He was among 500 other American
POWs shipped from the tropical Philippines to
the freezing Mukden, China (today’s
Shenyang) in  October 1942  aboard
Mitsubishi’s Hellship Tottori Maru via Formosa
and Korea to Manchukuo (Manchuria). None
of the men had winter clothing. Johnson was
housed at the Hoten POW Camp and became
a slave laborer at MKK (Manshu Kosaku Kikai
or Manchouko Kibitsu Kaishi, which some re-
searchers believe was owned by Mitsubishi
and known as Manchuria Mitsubishi Machine
Tool Company, Ltd.). The camp was liberated
in August 1945 by Russian and OSS forces.



E1518

Discharged in June 1946, he used the Gl bill
to obtain a mechanical engineering degree
from Tulane University. He worked for a num-
ber of technology manufacturing companies in
Southern California including North American
Aviation (today’s Boeing) and eventually re-
turned to Louisiana, retiring from the Port of
New Orleans in 1993. In retirement, he and
his wife Margaret traveled throughout the
United States and were active in a number of
veterans and POW organizations. Margaret,
his wife of 53 years, passed away in 2010.
Together they raised five boys. In 2011, he
married Ann Wilbur Lampins whose brother,
Staff Sgt Charles S. Wilbur, was also a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army Air Corps. He was with
the 28th Materiel Squadron, 20th Air Base
Group, Far East Air Force in the Philippines.
He too became a prisoner of Imperial Japan
and was also shipped to Mukden. He died of
pneumonia soon after arrival on December 28,
1942. The Johnsons are active members of
the Mukden POW Survivors group and other
veterans’ organizations. POW # 277

Marjean McGrew, 87, is the widow of Alfred
Curtis McGrew (1922-2008). She lives in San
Diego, California. Mr. McGrew grew up in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. After high school and briefly
working with the Civilian Conservation Corps,
he enlisted in the U.S. Army at Fort Hayes. In
January 1941, his unit sailed to the Philippine
Islands aboard the USS Republic (AP-33). He
took Basic Training at the 92nd Garage on
Corregidor and was assigned to Battery “D”
(Denver) 60th Coast Artillery (A.A.). He was
transferred to Battery “H” (Hartford) 60th,
Coast Artillery (A.A.) at Herring Field,
Middleside and was taken prisoner there on
May 6, 1942, with the surrender of Corregidor
and the Philippines. He was held in the fol-
lowing POW camps: 92nd Garage, Bilibid, Ca-
banatuan 2 and 1; Camp O’Donnell, Nichols
Field. In August 1944, he was shipped to Moji,
Japan aboard the Hellship Noto Maru. In
Japan, McGrew became a slave stevedore for
Nippon Express (still in operation) at Omori
Tokyo Base Camp; then a slave stevedore for
Nisshin Flour Milling Dispatched Camp (Tokyo
24-D) (today’s Nisshin Seifun Group); and fi-
nally at Suwa Branch Camp (Tokyo 6-B) he
was a slave laborer for Nippon Steel Tube &
Mining Company (today’s JFE Holdings). He
was liberated in Yokohama on September 6,
1945. He later became an Honorary Member
and friend of the U.S. Army 503rd Parachute
Regiment Combat Team (RCT) who liberated
Corregidor from the Japanese in 1945, and
the 4th Marine Regiment who had defended it.
After returning to Columbus, he met and mar-
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ried Marjean Herres of Bellefontaine, Ohio (the
love of his life for 59 years). They moved to
San Diego to be nearer the ocean and raise
their two children, Vicki and Steve. He retired
from Control Data Corporation after 27 years
when the manufacturing division left San
Diego.

In retirement, McGrew traveled back to Cor-
regidor many times to collect photos, docu-
ments, and data from those who served on
Corregidor. During his many trips back, he sat
in the ruins of Corregidor thinking of the great
times and the bad times as well as the many
young friends he lost. As a long-time amateur
historian, he assisted many families and
friends in their search for information on their
loved ones serving and/or captured on Cor-
regidor. McGrew’s approach to life was to use
humor as a base for survival and survive he
did several times in his life. For fun, he en-
joyed scuba diving, golfing, table tennis,
camping, and traveling with his wife around
the U.S. in their R.V. Mrs. McGrew was a
nurse and an avid folk dancer. He succumbed
to cancer on January 27, 2008, surrounded by
his loving children and his wife. Mr. McGrew
is buried at Fort Rosecrans National Ceme-
tery, Point Loma, California. POW# Unknown

Marvin A. Roslansky, 91, lives with his wife
Josephine in Mesa, Arizona. Mr. Roslansky
grew up in Minnesota and enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps in the spring of 1941. He was sent
to Guam in September 1941. He was one of
153 Marines assigned to defend Guam, a U.S.
territory administered by the U.S. Navy in the
Pacific. As a member of the Insular Patrol
Unit, he fought in the brief defense of the is-
land (December 8-9, 1941) and was captured
by invading Japanese forces. On January 10,
1942, the American prisoners of the Guam
garrison including five nurses and a civilian
mother and child were shipped to prison
camps in Japan aboard the MS Argentina
Maru, what was Mitsui's OSK Line’s fastest
ship. Arriving in Japan on January 16, 1942,
he was taken to Shikoku and imprisoned at
the Zentsuji POW Camp (Zentsuji was origi-
nally built to house German prisoners of the
Japanese in World War I). The camp was on
an island about 400 miles west of Tokyo. He
spent the rest of the war there as a slave ste-
vedore for Nippon Express (still in operation)
working 12-hour days at the Sakaide Rail
Yards and the Port of Takamatsu. He was lib-
erated September 27, 1945. After the war, he
lived in Racine, Wisconsin where he owned an
auto parts business. Retired in 1981, he vol-
unteered at the Clement J. Zablocki VA Med-
ical Center in Milwaukee as well as doing vet-
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erans service work for the DAV, the American
Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor, and the
Milwaukee Barb Wire, East Valley, and
Prairieland Minnesota Chapters of AXPOW.
With his first wife, Iva, he raised four daugh-
ters and three sons. He married Josephine
Plourde in 2010. POW# Unknown
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CONGRATULATING THE
MINNESOTA LYNX

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Minnesota Lynx for winning
their second WNBA title in three years.

The Lynx entered the playoffs with the
WNBA’s best record, 26-8, and a starting line-
up that boasted four all-stars and three gold
medalists. They were undefeated through all
seven post-season games, sweeping the Se-
attle Storm, Phoenix Mercury and the Atlanta
Dream, to win their second title.

The Lynx’s starting lineup, Seimone Augus-
tus, Maya Moore, Lindsay Whalen, Rebekkah
Brunson, and Janel McCarville, was
unstoppable. Their balanced attack was a
demonstration of smart and selfless teamwork
as crisp passes found the open teammate. In
the final game versus the Dream, all five start-
ers scored in the double digits.

Finals MVP Maya Moore led the league in
post-season points per game. Seimone Au-
gustus put on a show of defensive and offen-
sive prowess, guarding some of the best in
the league and still averaging 17 points per
game. Lindsay Whalen organized her team’s
potent offensive attack and Rebekkah
Brunson, now all-time WNBA leader in re-
bounds, was tremendous on both sides of the
court. Janel McCarville’s defense was out-
standing and her through-the-legs pass to
Brunson was one of the series’ great mo-
ments. That excellence extended to the play-
ers coming off the bench, especially Monica
Wright who scored 20 points and had five re-
bounds, three assists and three steals in
game one against the Dream.

Lynx Coach Cheryl Reeve asked that the
talk of repeat championships wait until Janu-
ary. Due respect to Coach Reeve, | look for-
ward to watching the Lynx take the court to
defend their title next year.
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